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ON LONG “MINISTERIAL TRAINING” 


I agree 100% with Alfred Opitz: 
“Long Training,” July 3 issue. Figuring 
the long time and the high cost of pre- 
paring for the ministry, many boys can- 
not afford it and must drop their good 
intentions to study for the ministry be- 
fore they ever start out. 

There is only one thing that counts 
in the ministry: to know Christ and 
preach Christ. . . . It seems to me we 
lower the standard of the ministry of 
Christ to place it on the same level with 
medicine, law, dentistry, and engineering. 
Those things are changeable. They can 
be improved and have been improved 
and may require a longer period of 
training, but the Gospel of Christ is 
unchangeable. It is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. We certainly cannot 
imagine that Timothy and Titus took a 
long course of training to make them fit 
for the ministry. Yet they stood on the 
same level with Paul in the ministry. 
That did not lower the standard of the 
ministry. 

Many of our early pastors, when the 
need was great, had training for only 
three to five years. They were a success 
and did not lower our ministry. Let no 
one tell me that our people are on a 
higher standard of education. They need 
the same simple Gospel in order to be 
saved. 


Mansfield, S. Dak. HENRY LUEBKE 

We should not shorten our ministerial 
training or lower our standards. 

Our pastors minister to our spiritual 
life just as our doctors minister to our 
physical life, and therefore they need the 
finest education possible. Our need is 
for increased facilities at the seminaries 
rather than lowered standards. 

One of the biggest reasons for our 
church’s greatly increased rate of growth 
is our well-educated, dedicated leader- 
ship in Synod’s administrative branches 
as well as our pastors. I have many 
Protestant friends whose main complaint 
is the inadequacy of their clergy. In 
traveling all over the country I have 
visited our small rural churches and our 
largest city churches and have never 
heard a poorly qualified Lutheran pastor. 
In fact, I have never heard a vicar who 
could not preach the Word of God better 
than many of the famous radio ministers 
of other denominations. 

To lower our standards 
sinful. 


Kansas City, Mo. 


would be 
Jack M. Greeert 


Our Synod wants all laymen to con- 
fess Christ to all with whom we come 
in contact, so that they too ‘now 
Him as their Savior. “Each one reach 
one” is good, but why do you rebuke 


Alfred Opitz in the July 3 Wrrn with 
the answer on page 7? 

We think he is right. We need »-stors 
badly. If we let them go throuch a 
shorter training period, many of our 
vacant churches could have a ¢a:'r, 

If even plain laymen can he.o get 
souls to Christ, how much n can 


those pastors who train for several years? 
By having them go through so much 
training, we cut off the limb on which 


we are sitting. Instead of working in 
some of our congregations, they waste 
their time and all that it costs, which 
money could be used for sending mis- 
sionaries. I know we need pastors who 
not for the sake of money, but for the 
sake of lost souls want to be shepherds 
of Christ’s flock. 


Oklahoma i Nis Lis 

I agree wholeheartedly with Alfred 
Opitz. 

We have had very well-educated min- 
isters, with eight years’ college training. 
If the course costs the price of a good 
farm setup, as our local minister com- 
pared it, a farmer can’t afford to send 
one of his boys and have nothing for the 
other boys. Neither can a city business- 
man. So please make it easier so we can 
afford to send those at least who are 
interested to study for the ministry 
rather than let them make the Army, 
Navy, or Air corps their career. 


Aberdeen, S. Dak. Mrs. N. N. 


We can see both sides of “Long Years 
of Training” for our pastors, but lean in 
favor of the continuation of extensive 
training. 

Our position as Missouri Lutherans is 
no doubt unique. In the past six years 
we have been transferred through var- 
ious Southern states by the U.S. Forest 
Service and except for ten months of 
this time we have not had a Lutheran 
church in the small towns in which we’ve 
lived. We’ve had to go as much as 55 
miles and never less than 15 miles for 
more than five years of this time, but 
despite this have been faithful in attend- 
ance partly because we have found that 
our Lutheran pastors consistently do 
better preaching than those of other de- 
nominations we have visited. On occasion 
when illness of a family member keeps 
us from making the weekly trip to 
church, we do go to other local churches 
and have heard all types of pastors — 
some with considerable education and 
training and others with less who are 
simply following a call to preach. We 
feel it is worth our time and trouble to 
go the distance we do (now 45 miles) 
so that our three children particularly 
can be guided and taught by our Lu- 
theran pastors who have kept us faithful 
with the fine job they are doing. We 
have also appreciated the help and coun- 
sel we receive from the WITNEss. 

Mrs. W. E. SCHOWALTER 


San Augustine, Tex. 


Permit me to add my voice to that of 
others in encouraging a reexamination of 
our ministerial training program. It is 
certainly true that a pastor in these days 
needs a thorough and diversified educa- 
tion. It is also true, however, that the 
work of preaching the Gospel cannot be 
delayed by an over-emphasis on non- 
essential details. Few of our pastors, and 
especially our missionaries, have oppor- 


tunity to apply all of the material studi 
at a seminary. Few, indeed, rememb 
enough to put it into practical operatio 
Some of the seminary years could kh 


‘much more profitably spent in gaini 


practical experience in the field. 

We should, of course, maintain o 
high academic standard at at least o 
of our seminaries to give opportunity f 
especially gifted men to train as pro 
fessors or as pastors at large congrega 
tions. It seems regrettable, however, th 
we no longer have a really practic 
seminary where men can be equippe 
with enough basic knowledge of Biblic 
theology to enter the mission field, t 
serve mission congregations, to assist iJ 
large congregations, or in any other way 
possible to help in winning souls fo 
Christ without the necessity for an ex 
cessively long and expensive and dis 
couraging seminary education. I’m sur 
we could profit by a more practical ap 


proach. (REv.) Epwarp A. MEYER 
Cedar Lake, Ind. 
Note: On this subject the WuTNES 


hopes to publish an article in a late 
issue. 


QUICK RESULTS 


We want to send our thanks for th 
quick results we got through our notic 
in the July 3 Wirness. I have receive 
many letters regarding the various items 


Mrs. Henry BECKMANN 
White Lake, S. Dak. 
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THE LUTHERAN 


ie Keep the Unity of the Spirit 
in the Bond of Peace 


Excerpts from an essay delivered at the St. Paul Convention 


By MARTIN J. NAUMANN 


Professor, Concordia Theological Seminary, Springfield, III. 


he glory and beauty of our Sav- 

ior Jesus Christ, the Sun of Right- 

eousness, shines into our hearts 
id souls through His Word. The 
ore we contemplate His Word and 
ospel, the clearer we see Him; and 
e more we see of His glory, the 
ore we learn also of the beauty of 
is bride, the church. 

The church is as real as the Lord 
imself, who is the Head of the 
urch, His body. Because Christ is 

the highest and fullest sense of 
istence, the church too is, exists, as 
reality. 


The Church Is One 


There has been conflict and debate 
1 the question: What is the church? 
at all this debate and conflict in 
atters of the church then and now 
yes not grow out of the church of 
nrist, nor out of the doctrines of 
oly Scripture, but it all comes from 
e fallen nature of man. 

Our problems of relations to men 
id churches all stem from the in- 
cure and uncertain way in which 
1ristians often feel their way through 
is confused world. The pragmatic 
id utilitarian view, the gospel of 
iothing succeeds like success,” and 
her all too earthly and businesslike 
axims have crowded into the very 
art of the church. 

So, too, the Gospel, faith, the Con- 
ssions, seem to promise more to the 
urch if and when she will adopt 
odern standards. Among_ these 
andards is the principle: In union 
ere is strength. In our day of mass 
mmunication, of participation of 
illions in any single event .. . it 
ems to some that even the Lutheran 
onfessions need revision or popular- 
ation to be acclaimed by the masses. 

The Lutheran confessors of the 
me of the Reformation fought their 
attle on the principle and basis that 
ie church is and that it is one, not 
at it must be made one. 

But we are faced with churches 
the plural. We know of the mul- 
plicity of churches, even of Lutheran 
uurches. Is there a difference, or 
‘e they all really one, and is it only 
ie foolishness of man and the in- 
vidualism of certain church people 
iat keep all these churches apart? 
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We may say to the glory of God 
and with sincere thanksgiving that to 
the Lutheran Church particularly 
God has given the gift and the duty 
with it to distinguish the spirits ac- 
cording to a standard, an infallible 
standard: the Word of God alone. We 
have a way of telling where the one 
holy Christian church is: where the 
Word of God is taught in its truth 
and purity and we as the children of 
God lead a holy life according to it. 


It is natural that churches that 
have more or less left the basis of 
the Word of God will find other signs 
by which they want to demonstrate 
the fact that they are the church. 
We know how apostolic succession, 
or historic sequence, or the hierar- 
chical structure, and the like, are used 
to convince the world that here is the 
church, the true church; recently the 
emphasis has gone to bigness of or- 
ganizations and to mass confessions 
of a minimum of truth. 


Is this not the right way to pre- 
serve the church in the world? Is this 
not the way to achieve unity? The 
answer should be based on Scripture. 
May the admonition of St. Paul to the 
Ephesians help us “to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 


Not One Numerically 


In our day the concept of unity 
has much too much of a numerical 
meaning. The idea of a unit or of 
unity presupposes the combination of 
many parts into one whole. 


The term, however, should express 
consensus. “Unity of the Spirit” was 
a term used in the face of heresies and 
schisms. The idea of numerical unity 
does not enter in. 


The use of the word one in con- 
nection with the church is based on 
Christ’s promise to Peter: “Upon this 
rock will I build My church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it” (Matt. 16:18). 

This one holy Christian church, 
which we also confess in the Third 
Article of the Apostles’ Creed, is the 
church of which Paul speaks in the 
Epistle to the Ephesians. This is the 
body of Christ of which he sings a 
song of praise. This song contains the 
praise of the unity of the Spirit. 
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“One” and “Holy” 


This is, however, the believed 
unity, not a visible unity, and here 
we would like to draw the terms one 
and holy together, as they are usually 
used together in confessing our faith 
in the church as the Holy Spirit’s 
creation. 

The Holy Spirit has created the 
church out of the Water and the Word 
and has given it the holiness and 
righteousness of the Son of God. By 
bringing men to faith the Spirit unites 
us in the one holy church. So this 
unity, just as the holiness of the 
church, is given to the church for the 
sake of Christ. 

This unity is; it is not to be; it is 
not to be wrought, established, made 
by its members; it is and always will 
be in the face of all dissensions, all 
splits, all offenses. 


Unity Invisible 

As little as we can show the one 
body of Christ, so little can we show 
the oneness of the church: “There is 
one body and one Spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling; 
one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, one 
God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all.” 

This certainly is not a statistical 
demonstration, nor can all this, in- 
cluding the marvelous promise at- 
tached to the visible Baptism, be vis- 
ibly demonstrated. 

This is a confession of faith. 


What, then, is the unity we are 
to keep? The unity of the Christian 
church is the fulfillment of the will 
of the gracious God . . . with the 
promise of the woman’s Seed onward 
to the last prayer and Amen of the 
last chapter of Revelation. In Christ 
there is established the perfect bond 
of fellowship in the Spirit and in truth 
to be fully realized in glory. 

One day the full glory of the 
church, the glory of the children of 
God, will be revealed to all men and 
angels. Then will the marvelous crea- 
tion of the church and its beauty shine 
over that of angels, for this is the 
bride, this is the spouse, of Christ. 


Basis of Unity 


We must remember that the Word 
and the Sacraments alone are the cri- 
teria according to which we can estab- 
lish where and what the church is. 

The oneness, the singularity, the 
one-and-only-ness of the truth of 
God is established in the Holy Scrip- 
tures alone. This one-and-only truth 
cannot be made relative to time, to 
opinions, to needs, to exigencies, to 
movements, to philosophies of the day. 
This truth is the rock on which the 
one church is founded. 

It is this fact that we must con- 
stantly keep in mind if we are to do 
what Paul admonishes the church to 
do: to keep the unity of the Spirit. 
The unity of the Spirit is lost and 
endangered by the loss of the Word 
of God. This is the teaching and the 
practice of the Apostolic Church at 
all times. 


Divisions Are Offenses 


Divisions and separations between 
Christians are not the will of God; 
they do not reflect the characteristics 
of the holy church, which is one. 
Divisions are offenses to believers and 
unbelievers. 

Every individual Christian must 
do his share to avoid divisions, and 
every pastor and congregation, every 
church body, has the duty to prevent 
and avoid wherever possible the divi- 
sions in Christendom, to heal the 
breaches that have been made. 

On the other hand, there is no 
greater villainy than to destroy this 
unity. Witness the many passages of 
the Old and the New Testament that 
threaten those who sow dissension 
and bring divisions and _ offenses: 
1 Tim. 6:20, 21; John 8:31,32; 2 Tim. 
1:13, 14; Rev. 22:18,19; 1 Tim. 6:3, 4; 
Rom. 16:17, 18. 


Purpose of Keeping Unity 
What is needed to demonstrate the 
’ spiritual unity? What must we do to 
preserve it? 

We must know, most of all, what 


the goal is, what is the end and pur- 
pose of our effort to keep the unity. 
The aim is set by God’s Word, and 
this aim is a high and sacred one: 
to agree in all doctrines of Holy 
Seripiture. No more! No less! 


Th 


» end product is to be the unity 


in the. Spirit and in truth, in the truth. 
To assert [hat wnion or federation will 
give a church more prestige, more 
influence in the affairs of the world, 
more rapid expansion of its work, 


better representation in the courts of 
this world, is to take a cue from the 
diplomatic world. 

The church has no such goal nor 
any promise of God’s benediction on 
such endeavors. 

No serious Christian 


will, after 


sound thinking, maintain that since 
a minimum of spiritual food might yet 
bring a soul to God, therefore we need 
not care for purity of doctrine. The 
fact that human beings have in cer- 
tain cases survived a long period of 
fearful starvation certainly does not 
make the question of nutrition a ques- 
tion of no importance. 

Limiting agreements among Chris- 
tians to certain areas means making 
truth relative to usefulness. Conven- 
ience, or, as it is sometimes called, 
“love,” is not the goal of our endeavor. 

Yet.it is not enough to bemoan the 
divisions and disagreements; we must 
strive for the goal that there might 
be a preservation of the unity given 
by the Spirit to all true believers. 


Indoctrination Needed 


Separations are avoided by agree- 
ments on doctrine, and schisms are 
healed by re-establishing the dis- 
rupted agreement. Only the Word of 
God creates, establishes, and keeps 
the hearts of men one in Christ. 

Our fathers knew the. need for 
indoctrination. Their concern for 
schools and colleges was not only the 
concern for secular education, but 
especially for the establishment of 
faith in the hearts of men and for 
faithful preachers of the Word. 

Our ever-growing department of 
Parish Education, our emphasis on 
Bible study, our efforts to bring the 
knowledge of the truth to the highest 
possible level, are all needed to keep 
us faithful to the one truth. 


Duty of Doctrinal Discipline 


Brotherly love as well as love of 
God and His Word demand that error 
of any kind be not overlooked nor 
tolerated in the name of charity. We 
all know how it hurts to be shown 
a mistake in our work as pastors and 
teachers, but in all Christian honesty 
we shall have to admit that no greater 
favor could be shown us than the 
helpful word of a brother. 

The rule of love must be estab- 
lished in whatever area we act. When 
individual members of a congregation 
have erred from the truth, the con- 
gregation deals in love with them ac- 
cording to Matthew 18. When pastors 
and congregations are on a path of 
error, then neighboring congregations, 
fellow pastors, especially the officials 
of the circuit, District, or Synod come 
to the aid of such. 

Even when some church or synod 
not constitutionally bound to us, but 
acknowledged as in fellowship with 
us, shows that it is endangering the 
fellowship in the truth, we cannot 
stand idly by but must do our best 
to prevent the. disturbance of the 
spiritual unity. 

This is all a duty of love, though 
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rarely viewed as such. This all i 
bound upon us as a solemn obligatio 
by virtue of the gift of God, the 
knowledge of the truth. 


Concern for Truth and Error 


The love of God and His Wore 
must be the guide into fellowship 
relations with others. An example is 
the Bad Boll conferences. When it 
became evident that most of the con- 
ference members were not willing tc 
accept the doctrine of verbal inspira- 
tion or the infallibility of Holy Scrip- 
ture, the continuance of discussions 
at least according to the system ol 
selection of members of these con- 
ferences, seemed useless to us. 

But where the principles of Chris- 
tian doctrine are confessed, there we 
have good reason to continue dis- 
cussions and conferences with hope 
of strengthening the unity of the 
Spirit. 

Under the circumstances and ir 
view of the general defection from 
the truth among Lutherans, and I say 
it in full awareness of the confessional 
status of Lutheran churches in the 
world, we must see that it is our first 
and foremost duty to preserve the 
unity that has been a unity in the 
Spirit. All hurt must be put aside 
as it will be when we consider all 
matters in lowliness and meekness. 


Love and Patience 


The service of Christ is purely o: 
love. In this service we are long- 
suffering, we have patience, we dc 
not turn our back on a brother withir 
a few short hours and call him heretic 
but we speak with him and are willing 
to listen to him and to show him time 
and again where, if at all, he is not 
following sound doctrine. 

I am speaking of relations among 
Lutherans who accept Scripture a: 
the inerrant Word of God and the 
whole of the Book of Concord be- 
cause it is a correct exposition of the 
doctrine of Holy Scripture. Among 
such there may be strife — and there 
has been in the past bitter strife — but 
true love and patience have often lec 
to peace and unity and can and wil 
again lead to peace and unity. 

“Forbearing one another in love’ 
is a beautiful picture of the company 
of those on the road to heaven to- 
gether. 

We are happy in the company ot 
those who with us look forward wit 
longing eyes and yet often bitter tears 
to the home where the saints before 
us have gathered. And we have 
thoughts of tender compassion fo 
those who will come after us along 
the same blessed road. 

For their sake we will keep the 
unity by being true to our steward- 
ship of the Word. 
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” YOUR SYNOD 


| THE PRESIDENT 


he Convention at St. Paul, in a spe- 

cial surprise service of praise and 
thanksgiving, took cognizance of the 
undersigned’s 50 years in the holy 
ministry. A classmate and _ friend, 
Rev. Alfred Doerffler, delivered a most 
appropriate sermon, emphasizing espe- 
cially the grace of God, which makes 
men able ministers. Hence all glory 
must be given to God. Many letters 
of greeting and congratulation, neatly 
bound into a large volume, were pre- 
sented. Furthermore, the Districts of 
Synod, the auxiliary organizations 
within Synod, Trinity Congregation in 
Houston, which the undersigned was 
privileged to serve for 2712 years, and 
also some individuals throughout Synod 
presented gifts of money, which totaled 
a large sum. 

The undersigned wishes to acknowl- 
edge all these undeserved kindnesses 
with sincere gratitude. Such celebra- 
tions overwhelm and humble a person. 
One realizes how utterly unworthy he 
is. With the Psalmist a person feels 
constrained to exclaim: “Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name 
give glory for Thy mercy and for Thy 
truth’s sake.” May God bless all who 
were so kind and considerate. Please 
remember the undersigned in your 
prayers, and ask God to keep him 
humble in heart, loyal to God’s Word 
and our Lutheran Confessions, faithful 
in the work of our Synod, and devoted 
to the cause of our blessed Redeemer. 


The Re-election 


Many have expressed hearty con- 
gratulations to the undersigned on the 
occasion of his re-election. They added 
the fervent prayer that God may gra- 
ciously bless the work during his new 
term of office. These manifestations of 
solicitous interest are deeply appreci- 
ated, especially the prayer for God’s 
blessings. These blessings are decidedly 


necessary. Without them there can be 
no success. 
The re-election means an eighth 


term in office. A thing which had: to 
be considered was that life’s shadows 
are lengthening. However, when duly 
elected delegates by an overwhelming 


vote express such confidence and re- 
quest a person to serve another term, 
how can he decline unless he has con- 
vincing reasons for it? When God calls 
— and He calls through His cherch — 
we must not say “No.” Hence there 


remained but one thing to do, namely, 
to trust in God and accept the assign- 


ment, confident that He will supply con- 
tinued grace, that He will grant the 


necessary health of body, mind, and 
soul, and that He will move our people 
to exercise patience, to pray fervently, 
and to co-operate wholeheartedly. 
Then, with Jesus as our Captain, and 
in the strength which He supplies, we 
shall conquer one citadel of Satan after 
another; we shall win souls for Christ; 
yes, we shall rejoice to behold the 
growth and extension of Christ’s king- 
dom. May God grant it for Jesus’ sake. 


The Convention in Retrospect 


We shall not burden you with de- 
tailed reports of the great number of 
resolutions which were adopted. Many 
have read these in the four excellent 
issues of the Convention Bulletin, the 
WITNESS, and Der Lutheraner. 

However, some features of the Con- 
vention cannot be placed into resolu- 
tions; for instance, the spirit of the 
Convention, the attitudes manifested by 
the delegates, the solidarity, unity, and 
unanimity which impressed those who 
were present. You cannot begin to de- 
scribe these features. You can merely 
mention them. They were more evident 
and more pronounced than they were 
at our conventions for many a year. 

How shall we account for this? Our 
delegates will reply that it was very ap- 
parent that the Holy Spirit hovered over 
our Convention. This surely is the cor- 
rect answer. The Spirit of God guided 
and directed our delegates in their de- 
liberations, in their discussions, and in 
reaching their decisions. Only the Holy 
Spirit could have given such guidance 
and direction. 


God Answered Prayer 


Perhaps more than ever before, our 
people, both at the Convention and at 
home, prayed fervently. The chaplains 
who conducted the devotions at all our 
sessions led the delegates to the throne 
of God. With bowed heads they stood 
and pleaded in the name of Jesus for 
divine blessings on the work of the 
Convention. We have received both 
written and oral reports that “back 
home” individuals, families, and con- 
gregations prayed earnestly and placed 


the success of the Convention into 
God’s lap. 
Without a doubt God answered 


these prayers and bestowed His divine 
benedictions in rich measure. Let us 
not fail to thank Him for these bless- 
ings. You should have heard the dele- 
gates to the Conyention sing the hymn 
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the 
King of Creation” as they sought to 
express their gratitude to God in the 
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closing devotions. Seldom have w 
heard this hymn sung with such ear 
nestness and with such fervor. Every 
one realized that God had answere 
prayer. He had blessed our Convention 


There Were Controversial Issues 


From Reports and Memorials dele 
gates were aware of the fact that th 
Convention would face some importan 
decisions on controversial issues. Th 
carefully prepared resolutions presente 
by the Floor Committee on Doctrina 
and Intersynodical Matters brough 
further evidence of weighty and impor 
tant decisions on such issues as th 
Common Confession, Part II; the in 
vitation of the Lutheran World Federa 
tion; the charges of sister synods in th 
Synodical Conference; the complaint 
and requests of some individuals o 
some congregations in our Synod; th 
invitation of the Augustana Luthera 
Church and the United Luthera 
Church in America, and other issues 

What can be said about the spiri 
in which the Convention approache 
these controversial issues? Again, w 
cannot give an adequate description o 
the spirit and attitude of the delegate: 
We can merely mention them as w 
observed them. There was wonderft 
frankness in voicing opinions and con 
victions, but there was a total absenc 
of bitterness or bickering. There wa 
an attitude which breathed a spirit o 
penitence and love, but at the same tim 
a spirit of firmness and loyalty to God’ 
Word. There was, on the one hand, of 
position to the spirit of legalism, anc 
on the other hand, there was an ir 
sistence on a truly evangelical spirit. 

Another fact which should be men 
tioned in this connection is that prio 
to the Convention there were those wh 
had predicted — and these prediction 
were heard even in distant lands — the 
our Synod would forsake “the ol 
paths.” The Convention settled thi 
matter very definitely and very dec 
sively. It showed plainly that our Syno 
is soundly and solidly conservative. Th 
delegates made it known that the 
wanted neither liberalism nor legalism 
They wanted to turn aside neither t 
the left nor to the right. They insiste 
that our Synod become neither unior 
istic nor separatistic. They wanted ou 
church to remain true to God’s Wor 
and the Lutheran Confessions. The 
were eager to “hold fast the professio 
of our faith without wavering,” but ju: 
as eager to share these blessings wit 
others. Thank God for such a spiri 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 


THE \BUTHERAN WITNES 


She Falter 
(i) 


Tried in the Furnace 


Psalm 66:10,12: “For Thou, O 
od, hast proved us; Thou hast tried 
s as silver is tried. . . . We went 
rough fire and through water; but 
hou broughtest us out into a wealthy 
lace.” 


) recious metals, gold and silver, con- 

tain much dross in their natural 
ate. In order to purify them and 
ius make them fit for the lovely and 
oble purposes for which men intend 
em, they must pass through the hot 
immace. Purged and cleansed, they 
nerge bright and pure. 

The Christian life is like that. God 
as chosen us to be vessels of honor. 
1 His sight we are far more precious 
an gold or silver. By nature, how- 
yer, We contain much dross. We are 
ighted by sin, our thoughts are vain, 
ir ambitions are.low. 

And so God puts us through the 
imace. He purges our sin away 
rough the sanctifying power of His 
race. Crucified with Christ, we are 
eed of sin’s impurity and stand be- 
yre God in the shining robes of His 
ghteousness. 

In another sense, however, this 
irifying process continues all through 
fe. With the Psalmist we must say: 
For Thou, O God, hast proved us; 
hou hast tried us as silver is tried.” 
he Christian, during his lifetime, 
just bear many burdens and pains. 

God has a purpose in sending these 
ials to those whom He loves. Re- 
semed though we are, the infirmities 
f sin still cling to us: the smallness 
f faith, the coldness of love, the 
c<actions of pride. These do not be- 
ng to the Christian life; they do not 
onor God; they do not help the 
rother. We must be rid of them. 

And thus, to rid us of them, God 
its us through the furnace of afflic- 
on —not to punish us, indeed, but 
) purge us. 

And when, like the Psalmist, we 
ave gone through the fire and the 
ater, we shall be able to join in his 
raise Of God: “Thou broughtest us 
ut into a wealthy place.” 

This is the Christian’s comfort: 
ass through the furnace though he 
just, the fire does not consume him. 
e knows that he will emerge — to 
appier days, to brighter hopes, to 
sting joys. For God has promisei, 
| the end, a “wealthy place.” 


THomaAS COATES 


UGUST 14, 0.956 


And Fesus Said 


“Thus it is written, and thus it 
behoved Christ to suffer and to rise 
from the dead the third day. And 
that repentance and remission of sins 
Should be preached in His -name 
among all nations, beginning at Jeru- 
salem. And ye are witnesses of these 
things.” LUKE 24:46-48 


dPey words were spoken either on 
Easter Sunday or another one of 
the blessed days between our Lord’s 
resurrection and His ascension. Pref- 
acing this statement of Jesus, Luke 
says: “Then opened He their under- 
standing that they might understand 
the Scripture.” Thus He gives us the 
assurance that here we are furnished 
a key for the understanding of the 
grand prophecies which began to be 
uttered in the Garden of Eden. 

If we summarize this lesson in 
interpretation given us by the Savior, 
these are the chief thoughts: The 
death and the resurrection of Christ 
had to occur; they had been foretold 
in the divine Scriptures. And some- 
thing else had been foretold — that 
in His name, that is, owing to what 
He had done and what He signifies, 
repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be preached all over the world. 
To this He adds the order addressed 
to His disciples that they should be 
witnesses of the great events which 
constituted the fulfillment of the 
Scriptures and that the beginning of 
their preaching should be made in 
Jerusalem. 

The key to the mysterious old 
Scriptures full of direct prophecies, 
types, and symbols — what is_ it? 
Simply Christ and His work, His 
death and resurrection. You cannot 
understand the Old Testament unless 
you find Christ there. His person and 
work are prefigured, for example, in 
the sacrifices, in the grand characters 
like Melchizedek, in the high priest 
and his offerings, and in what hap- 
pened to the prophet Jonah. And no 
one who reads carefully can fail to 
see On many a page the call to re- 
pentance and the gracious assurance 


’ of God’s forgiveness; and he is taught, 


too, that these things have a definite 
foundation, the work of the Messiah, 
the promised Helper. 

May faithful witness-bearing be 
granted to all readers of these simple 
lines and likewise to the writer, who, 
Owing to circumstances, herewith 
closes this series of meditations. 


WILLIAM F. ARNDT 
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Words of Life 
= 


“Follow Me.” 


Agease to the Gospel of Mat- 
thew the first word which Jesus 
spoke after the Voice from Heaven at 
His baptism had acknowledged and 
proclaimed Him God’s Son, God’s 
Messiah, and God’s Servant was His 
rejection of the temptations of Satan 
in the wilderness. 

His second word was the an- 
nouncement of the coming of the 
Kingdom of God, with its call to re- 
pentance. 

With His third word the Messiah, 
Servant, and Son sets out to gather 
the new people of God, and this word 
(which speaks to all men still) was, 
“Follow Me.” What does “follow” 
signify? 

The call to follow is, first of all, 
a gift, the gift of gifts; for it is the 
Messiah’s call and invites to union and 
communion with Him who is God’s 
Grace in person. No reason is given 
why a man should obey this call; the 
reason is Jesus Himself. To follow 
Jesus is to be in the kingdom of God 
(Luke 9:61, 62); “Follow Me!” is the 
answer, the only answer, to the ques- 
tion, “What shall I do that I may in- 
herit eternal life?” Whosoever follows 
Jesus “shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the Jight of life’ (John 
8:12). “Verily I say unto you,” Jesus 
told Peter, “that ye which have fol- 
lowed Me, in the regeneration, when 
the Son of Man shall sit in the throne 
of His glory, ye also shall sit on twelve 
thrones.” 

This, then, is the pearl of great 
price, which makes all else worthless. 
To follow Jesus, a man renounces all 
other ties, even the dearest and other- 
wise most sacred ties of family and 
home, denies himself, takes up his 
cross, and follows in total devotion 
and utter trust. 

Jesus never permitted anyone any 
dreamy delusion about what “follow- 
ing’ might involve: “The Son of Man 
hath not where to lay His head.” 
Count the cost! 

And “follow” spells work: “And I 
will make you fishers of men.” When 
Jesus took men to be His disciples, He 
took them wholly, heart and mind and 
will and body and soul, that they 
might by their good works provoke 
men to glorify the Father in heaven. 
Characteristically, the New Testament 
has no noun for “following,” only the 
verb. 


MATTHEW 4:19 


MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 


EDITORIALS 


I Am a Letter 


I am a letter on the cover of this issue of the WITNEss. 
Were some of my senses more articulate, I could perhaps 
reveal the mysteries that shroud the tragedy bringing 
death to 128 persons in commercial aviation’s worst trag- 
edy, when a TWA Super-Constellation carrying 70 pas- 
sengers and a United Air Lines DC-7 with 58 aboard 
plummeted more than three miles into the Grand Canyon. 
The heroism and the horror of people falling in death-filled 
minutes are left untold. 


A Swiss mountaineer, one of eight flown to the U.S. 
to help American teams recover the bodies, took the 
scorched mail sack to a helicopter on a sandbar below 
Temple Butte. At Flagstaff, Ariz., a postal clerk enclosed 
me in a fresh envelope and sent me to St. Louis. 


The world has few vistas that are more awesome to 
man than the Grand Canyon, with its immensity, color, 
and mile-deep gashes into the rock of the Southwest. Have 
you stood alone in silence on the Canyon’s rim and felt 
how infinitesimal man is against the power of the Creator 
who says, “Be still, and know that I am God”? 


From the floor of the Canyon I wanted to shout to 
Christendom: “Go... Tell!” I was written by a young 
vicar, whom the St. Louis Seminary students support on 
their 110 Plan (students give a nickel a day to pay ex- 
penses for two vicars overseas). Shortly after the semester 
closed in June, he left the mainland to work in a mission 
begun last Christmas in Honolulu. On June 29 he ordered 
from Concordia Publishing House 50 copies of Portals of 
Prayer for the people of many races whom he is serving 
in Hawaii — devotional messages for the souls, the homes, 
the hearts of the worshipers in his care, many of whom 
are first-generation Christians. In the “Paradise of the 
Pacific” where they live — with its emerald land, its sap- 
phire seas, and the music of the trade winds under cerulean 
skies, it is a beautiful land — Buddhist and Shinto shrines 
are not uncommon. Many of the grocery stores display 
’ Japanese-inscribed ceremonial candles for heathen wor- 
ship. Synod’s mission in Hawaii is young. 

Three thousand miles away and only one day after 
I was postmarked in Honolulu, the flames of high-octane 
airplane gasoline scorched my letterhead and envelope. 
They bear a strong testimony. The order for the true 
Word of Life reached its destination, while the lives of 
128 passengers were snuffed out. In the midst of life we 
are in death. The Word lives. The Word never returns 
void. Christ is the Resurrection and the Life. 


“As Usual” 


Commenting on the Missouri 
tion at the St.Paul Conventisr 
the Christian Century remark Secret lodges were con- 
demned as usual.” No other verdict apparently was ex- 
pected from a church body whose attitude toward anti- 
Christian or unchristian secret -.cieties has become well 


Synod’s antilodge resolu- 
(Witness, July 31, p. 12) 
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known in American Christendom. How could a chure 
desiring to be loyal to the Word of God do otherwise? 


The heart and core of Christianity is the doctrine the 
sinful man is saved solely and entirely by the grace ¢ 
God through faith in the meritorious atonement of Jesu 
Christ. Unchristian lodges teach the very opposite: thé 
man gains heaven by his good deeds. How can a perso 
subscribe to both statements and be a member of tw 
organizations whose religious views are diametrically op 
posed to each other? 


The early converts to Christianity renounced thei 
paganism, refused to make common cause with unbeliever: 
burned their books of superstition, suffered torture, exil 
even death, rather than deny their Lord. Some moder 
“Christians” vow eternal allegiance to their Savior, the 
join an organization which holds that all religious sourc 
books (Bible, Koran, Vedas) are of equal authority an 
sufficient guides for faith and life. They burn incense upo 
an altar of a fictitious deity and support a false plan 
salvation. A good Christian—a poor lodgeman! A goo 
lodgeman —a poor Christian! No church which takes i 
Christianity seriously can tolerate divided loyalty. Ma 
it always be said of the Missouri Synod: “As usual.” 


Midsummer 


Summer is in its prime. Sunny fields, strewn with th 
gold of harvest, are giving up their yield. In the Gre 
Plain States migratory harvest hands are moving north 
ward, following the ripening grain. Wherever the harve: 
has been completed, the grain has been stored or is i 
transit to flour mills. 


City dwellers who leave the clash and clamor of nois 
streets and take to the open road are delighted as the 
travel along. Speedy cars put the miles quickly behin« 
always revealing new and delightful pictures just aroun 
the bend. Above, beneath the great ceiling, lazy clouc 
are drifting in the deep blue of the sky. 


Tourists marvel at the seasonal changes along the high 
way. Only a few months ago farmers drilled the see 
kernels into the ground. Now, by a divine Power thé 
shapes the destiny of the plant and the planter, the Powe 
that directed each ray of sunshine, each drop of rain, an 
each little gust of wind to do its part, these tiny see 
kernels have been multiplied into a bountiful harves 
Truly, God’s signature is on every blade and leaf; th 
fulfillment of His promise is written on every acre < 
fertile soil. 


Graphs of Synod’s Work 


At the St. Paul Convention several departments ¢ 
Synod visualized their reports by showing graphs in th 
form of slides. The Witness in forthcoming issues wi 
reproduce some of these informative graphs. The fir: 
series on Home Missions appears on page 5, 
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LOOSE LEAVES 


Suppose We're Right? 


Those who criticize our church for being overly con- 
servative in doctrine and strict in practice tend to place 
us on the defensive. We are made to feel as though Chris- 
tian teaching is an area where compromise is desirable and 
that with a little give and take on both sides unity will be 
achieved. Under this kind of pressure some of us may 
begin to speak and act apologetically. 


To do so is to suppose that we are wrong. But are 
we? Has our critic placed his views under the verdict of 
God’s unbreakable Word? Is he willing to change his 
ypinions if shown that they do not conform to the Word 
of God? Does he enter controversies with the assumption 
hat we may be right in such matters as the verbal inspi- 
‘ation of Scripture, the Genesis creation account, the lodge 
yuestion, close Communion, religious unionism, and so on? 

We believe that our teachings and practices are rooted 
n Scripture. We believe our stand is right. Unless shown 
rom Scriptures that we are wrong, can we in good con- 
science deny the doctrines entrusted to us by God? — 
The Lutheran Beacon, The Slovak Ev. Lutheran Church. 


A Good, but Not a Great Convention 


The St. Paul Convention of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod is now history. We do not believe that 
t will go down in the annals of the church as a history- 
naking convention. This judgment is not to be construed 
iS a criticism; occasionally church conventions are held in 
lays when no outstandingly new and great and important 
ssues confront its constituency, and therefore the oppor- 
unity to make history is lacking. 

Among the history-making conventions we would count 
he 1923 Convention in Fort Wayne, when the decision was 
‘eached to build the new seminary in St. Louis, the 1938 
Sonvention in St. Louis, when our church took some def- 
nite steps in an attempt to bring about a God-pleasing 
mion among Lutherans in North America, the 1950 Con- 
vention in Milwaukee, where the new Senior College was 
accepted as an integrated part of our Synod’s educational 
system, and — perhaps — the Houston Convention of 1953, 
when the sale of the Fort Wayne Junior College became 
he long-debated issue. 

The St. Paul Convention, in our opinion, was attended 
n the main by delegates whose votes reflected very def- 
nitely the fact that The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod is doctrinally a sound and conservative organiza- 
ion. Advocates of extremes, either to the right or to the 
eft, seemed less numerous or less vocal, and one could 
ense among the rank and file of the delegates from all 
arts of the country the feeling of solidarity — the feeling 
ff “belonging together.” Thank God for this spirit of 
nity! — W. C. Brrkner, in Central District Stewardship 
3ulletin. 


Mutually Incompatible 


If a Mason who calls himself a Christian at the same 
ime can bow in consent to letting men delete the name 
»f Christ from his repeating of the Scriptures, if a so-called 
‘Christian Mason” can agree to the Bible-denying doc- 
rines of that group, I don’t see how he can be a very 
well taught Christian! The two ar: mutually incompatible! 
You can’t be a very good Christian and an active Mason 
it the same time. — Christian Cynusure, July, 1956, Vol. 89, 
gan of the National Christian Association. 
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Whats the Amun 


Question: If God in Gen. 1:9, 10 called the dry land earth, 


what is the earth referred to in verse 2? Also, what is the 
firmament mentioned in verses 6 and 7? ; 


Answer: Both the Hebrew and the Greek word 
for earth have various meanings in the Bible and 
may be translated earth, land, country, soil, ground, 
region, or territory, depending on the connection. 
Here are a few references: 


1. The earth mentioned together with heaven, to de- 
note the whole universe (Gen. 1:1; Matt. 11:25). 


2. The earth as the dwelling place of man (Ps. 33:14; 
Acts 17:26). 


3. The dry land as opposed to a body of water (Gen. 
1:9,10; Luke 5:3, 11). 

4. The earth as the producer of vegetation (Deut. 
28: 23; Mark 4: 28). 

5. Individual countries (Micah 5:6; Matt. 4:15). 


6. The inhabitants of the earth or the country (Jer. 
22:29). 


Your first question is answered in point 1 or 2. 
By firmament we understand the atmosphere, or air 
space, encircling the earth and dividing the lower 
waters (seas) from the upper waters (clouds), which 
originally were not separated. In verse 8 God calls 
this firmament “heaven,” the dome, or vault, that is 
above us and surrounds us. 


Question: The newspapers recently reported that a woman 
in Germany had suffered the agony of crucifixion on Good 
Friday for 30 years. Is this suffering necessary, when Christ 
has already saved us? 


Answer: Whether or not this occurrence is genu- 
ine, we cannot tell, nor does it matter in the least. 
What would it prove? It takes quite a stretch of the 
imagination to ccnnect that incident with the Chris- 
tian religion. Whatever the explanation is, it does 
not alter the fact that Christ died for our sins, that 
by this‘one sacrifice He has perfected forever them 
that are sanctified, and that where remission of sins 
is, there is no more sacrifice (or suffering) for sin. 


Certainly our suffering is not necessary for our sal- 


vation. Christ has completely redeemed us. It is, 
however, true that He frequently allows us to suffer 
in order to purify and strengthen our faith and lead 
us to greater trust in His mercy. 


Question: Does the Bible teach that the yellow race will rule 
the world before it comes to an end? 


Answer: The Bible foretells many things which 
will come to pass on earth before the end of the 
world. It mentions wars and rumors of wars (Matt. 
24:6, 7) as well as the attack which the nations of the 
earth with Gog and Magog will make upon the be- 
loved city, the Christian Church (Rev. 20:7-9), but 
there is no statement in the Bible that the yellow 


race or any other race will rule the world. 
O.E.S. 


ae 


EDDIE GOODMAN 


Dr. Roland H. Bainton (seated), who addressed 600 persons at the LLL banquet, spoke on the 


topic ‘‘Humor, Pathos, and Sublimity in Luther.” 


Mrs. Bainton is beside her husband. Standing, 


left, are Dr. Oswald C. J. Hoffmann, Lutheran Hour speaker, and Rev. George Wittmer of 
St. Louis, pastoral adviser of the LLL and speaker for the summer broadcasts. 


LLL Convention 


By ELMER KRAEMER, Editor, The Lutheran Layman 


(44 uther has become more of a 
household figure, even among 
Lutherans, than ever before, 

largely because of the influence of the 

film ‘Martin Luther,” Dr. Roland 

Bainton, author of Here I Stand, told 

the 39th annual convention of the 

Lutheran Laymen’s League, which 

met in San Antonio, June 30—July 4. 

Speaking at the July 3 banquet, 
the professor of ecclesiastical history 
at Yale University thrilled his au- 
dience with excerpts from Luther’s 
sermons. Henry Buck, Kansas City, 


Mo., a member of Synod’s Board of 
Directors, was toastmaster. 

The inauguration of lutheran 
Hour broadcasting over the NBC 
network, the approval of a $409,000 
headquarters building for the League 
in St. Louis, and the election o: offi- 
cers were main features of the con- 
vention business sessions in | Gun- 
ter Hotel. 

10 


Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, speaker on 
the Gospel broadcast which is now 
aired over more than 1,250 stations 
throughout the world in 54 languages 
and 63 countries, told the convention 
that “whatever success the Lutheran 
Hour has experienced during my first 
year as speaker is only because of 
what God has done. ... The speaker 
should not be the reason for support- 
ing or withholding support from the 
broadcast.” 

Dr. Hoffmann inaugurated Lu- 
theran Hour broadcasting over the 
NBC network from St. Paul’s Church 
in San Antonio on July 1. Later in 
the day he addressed an audience of 
3,500 persons at the opening conven- 
tion rally in the San Antonio Muni- 
cipal Auditorium. 

The convention gave unanimous 
approval to plans for the construction 
of a new headquarters office building 
in St. Louis. The one-story and base- 
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ment structure will be built on land 
the League owns in mid-town Saint 
Louis. The present offices of the 
90,000-member auxiliary organization 
of Synod are rented from Concordia 
Publishing House. 

A. W. “Pete” Herrmann of New 
Orleans was elected president to suc- 
ceed Louis A. Menking of Chicago, 
whose term had reached the constitu- 
tional limit. Mr. Herrmann had 
served the League as secretary and is 
a past president of the Gulf District. 
He owns an office supply and equip- 
ment business in the Louisiana city. 

Edward H. Schmidt, vice-presi- 
dent of the St. Louis County National 
Bank, was re-elected financial secre- 
tary. Newly elected members of the 
Board of Governors from the even- 
numbered regions are: Col. Erwin 
Jones, Fort Benning, Ga.; Edwin 
Gockel, Cleveland, Ohio; Oscar Ohr- 
mund, Milwaukee, Wis.; Karl 
Schmidt, Beardstown, IIl.; Charles 
Barsun, San Antonio, Tex.; Harold 
Meyer, Fargo, N. Dak.; and Harry 
Nelson, San Francisco, Calif. 

Other features of the convention 
included a report on Synod’s meeting 
at St. Paul, Minn., by Dr. Oliver 
Harms, Houston, newly elected 
Fourth Vice-President of The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod; an 
address on the golden anniversary of 
the Texas District of Synod by the 
Rev. Roland Wiederaenders, San An- 
tonio, President of the Texas District; 
and a panel discussion on “The Chris- 
tian as His Lord’s Steward.” 

The opening devotions at the busi- 
ness sessions were conducted by lay- 
men. 

The convention selected San 
Diego, Calif., for its 1958 meeting. 
For its 40th anniversary in 1957 the 
LLL will meet in St. Louis. 


A. W. Herrmann of New Orleans was electec 
LLL president for a term of two years. 


. 
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EVALUATION OF MISSOURI SYNOD RESOLUTIONS 


he Northwestern Lutheran of 

July 22 contains a report of the 

Standing Committee on Matters 
of Church Union to the nine districts 
of the Wisconsin Synod. 

The WITNEss reprints the Com- 
mittee’s evaluation of the St. Paul 
Convention resolutions pertaining to 
the differences between the Missouri 
and Wisconsin Synods. 


‘I. Resolutions declining member- 
ship in the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration. (See July 31 Wiurtngss, 
pp. 10, 11.) 


“Our Evaluation: We not only 
find ourselves in full agreement with 
the action taken and the principles 
on which this action was based but 
also find it heartening that these 
principles were clearly set forth and 
that this action was taken by the 
Missouri Synod Convention with only 
twelve dissenting votes. 


‘II. Resolutions pertinent to the 
Common Confession, Future 
Statements of Doctrine, and 


Misinterpretation of Doctrinal 
Matters. (WrtTNEss, p. 10) 


“Our Evaluation: It is our convic- 
tion that the resolution (No. 13) ‘that 
qereafter the Common Confession 
(Parts I and II) be not regarded or 
employed as a functioning basic docu- 
ment toward the establishment of 
altar and pulpit fellowship with other 
shurch bodies’ in essence supplies the 
action which our Synod specifically 
requested in its objections to the Mis- 
souri Synod’s 1950 resolutions on the 
Common Confession. We feel that 
this evaluation is confirmed by the 
whereases of this resolution and by 
the manner in which their wording 
was explained by members of Floor 
Committee 3. Further confirmation, 
at least as far as the doctrinal state- 
ments concerning election, objective 
ustification, conversion, and the in- 
spiration of the Scriptures are con- 
cerned, is found in the fact that 
Resolution 16 rejects any and every 
nterpretation on those points which 
would be in disagreement with the 
Brief Statement. We also note Reso- 
ution 14, which recognizes the desira- 
oility of antithetical statements. 


“III. Resolutions on Intersynodical 
Relations (WITNESS, p. 8) 


“Our Evaluation: 


“1. Resolution 15 specifically lists 
yur Synod’s Saginaw resolutions as 
yne of the items to which it is ad- 
lressed. We are heartened by the 
rankness with which it is acknowl- 
edged that strained relations exist 
between our synods because there 
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are very obvious differences of in- 
terpretation and practice, but even 
more by the conciliatory tone which 
pervades the entire report and which 
becomes particularly evident in points 
a) and b) of the resolution. 


“2. In making this acknowledg- 
ment we bear in mind, however, that 
many of the controversial issues listed 
under 1,b) of our Synod’s 1953 reso- 
lutions in themselves still remain 
wholly unresolved by this reply of the 
Missouri Synod. We call attention to 
the fact that specific resolutions were 
passed by the St. Paul convention 
which show that the sister synod’s 
position on issues such as Scouting, 
military chaplaincy, and prayer fel- 
lowship has not undergone any 
change. It is our understanding that 
the various measures and forums 
proposed in points c), d), and f) of 
Resolution 15, and including any con- 
clave of theologians referred to in its 
last whereas, are meant to allow for a 
full discussion also of these as well 
as other unresolved issues. 


“3. In making these proposals, the 
sister synod expresses an earnest de- 
sire of reestablishing the former unity 
of spirit. In the light of all that has 
been presented in this evaluation, we 
are of the conviction that our Synod 
ought not to close the door to further 
discussions at this time. We will need 
to determine which particular forum 
of those proposed would in our judg- 
ment seem to hold out the greatest 
hope of success in resolving the issues 
still remaining. It is also our con- 
viction that while we prayerfully 
await the outcome of these added 
efforts at attaining unity on these 
issues, we hold the judgment of our 
Saginaw resolutions in abeyance. In 
the meantime, it will be necessary for 
the Standing Committee on Matters 
of Church Union to study and evalu- 
ate the progress of these efforts and 
to submit its report to the next regu- 
lar convention of our Synod for care- 
ful review. As our Synod makes this 
review, it dare not lose sight of the 
constant offense which the continu- 
ance of the differences in practice is 
creating. In following this procedure 
we will, of course, also want to take 
note of the action of our Norwegian 
brethren and of others who have 
shared our convictions on these issues. 
Since the Missouri Synod’s 1950 reso- 
lutions concerning the Common Con- 
fession, which threatened the purity 
of our doctrinal position, have been 
set aside, we hope and pray that the 
Word of God will also resolve the 
remaining differences as they affect 
doctrine and practice. 


“Chairman: Oscar J. NAUMANN 
“Secretary: Oscar J. SIEGLER.” 
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FREE CONFERENCE 
IN ENGLAND 


epresentatives of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod met 

in London from July 10 through 

July 12 with Lutheran pastors of the 
ELCE (the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England, our young and 
vigorous daughter church in Britain) 
and of the Estonian, German, Latvian, 
and Polish churches in England. The 
conference was sponsored by the Lu- 
theran Council of Great Britain in co- 
operation with The Lutheran Church 
— Missouri Synod. Scene of the con- 
ference was the stately old Lutheran 
Church House, 8 Collingham Gardens. 

The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod was represented by Vice-Pres- 
ident Dr. H. Harms, Dr. H. Mayer, 
Secretary of Missions; Dr. W. Arndt 
of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis (at 
present on assignment to England to 
plan and inaugurate a house of studies 
for the training of the ELCE clergy) ; 
Prof. M. Naumann of Concordia Sem- 
inary, Springfield; and Prof. M. 
Franzmann of Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis. Pastor Norman Nagel, of 
Luther-Tyndale Church, London, one 
of our own ELCE pastors, conducted 
the devotions. Dr. Harms served as 
chairman of the conference. 

Interest in the papers presented 
(on the “Apostolic Word,” “A Study 
of Romans 6,” “The Living Congrega- 
tion,’ “Stewardship”) was keen, and 
the discussion as lively as it was seri- 
ous and fraternal. The reaction to the 
two practical papers was a bit star- 
tling to the Missourians: several 
members of the conference expressed 
their pleasure at finding that Mis- 
sourians could be practical “too,” as 
well as theological. — We have always 
thought of ourselves as an eminently 
practical church. But the remarks 
were a tribute to our senior pastor in 
London, Rev. George Pearce; his in- 
sistence that doctrine take first place 
in the discussions among British Lu- 
therans has made him and the church 
he represents almost synonymous 
with “doctrine” in the minds of many. 
The work of Pastor Pearce and his 
co-workers in England, well-planned, 
conscientious, and hard-driving as it 
is, is ample proof that an insistence 
on sound doctrine and a vigorous 
congregational and missionary activity 
can be happily wed. 

The officials of the Lutheran 
Council of Great Britain, Dean Taul 
and Bishop Fierla, in their closing 
remarks both warmly urged another 
such conference in 1957. Such an in- 
vitation we should most sympatheti- 
cally consider. 

Martin H,. FRANZMANN 


London, England 
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with more than 1,000 attending. 
retarded children. 
the present buildings, 


The home offers Christian love, care, 
The 47-acre site near the Sierra Mountains has room for the expansion of 
including three dormitories, each divided into two sections, with six 


EDWARDS 


GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN HOME OF THE WEST, TERRA BELLA, CALIF., was dedicated May 13, 


and instruction for 


beds and wardrobes in each; a large assembly room for worship, gatherings, recreation, handi- 
crafts, and dining room; health center; sick bay; two classrooms; stainless steel modern kitchen; 
laundry; reception room; and office. The $160,000 home was built and is operated with funds 
received from contributors and from memberships in the Good Shepherd Lutheran Home of the 
West Association. An initial staff of 12 is caring for the first 10 children admitted. 


Rev. Arthur C. Nitz, President of the California and Nevada District, preached the dedicatory 
sermon, and Rev. Victor L. Behnken, President of the Southern California District, performed the 


rite of dedication. 


Detroit baseball fans held their 
first “Lutheran Night” August 10, 
when the Tigers met the Chicago 
White Sox. The Detroit team has 
seven players who are Lutherans: 
shortstop Harvey Kuenn, catcher Bob 
Wilson, pitchers Billy Hoeft, Al Aber, 
and “Duke” Maas, and infielders Jack 
Philipps and Jim Brideweser. Mel 
Ott, TV and radio announcer, is also 
a Lutheran. 

Home-plate ceremonies were con- 
ducted by Joe Penberthy, announcer 
. on Station WJR and member of 
Epiphany Church, and Tom Waber, 
announcer on WXYZ-TV and mem- 
ber of Outer Drive Faith Church. 
Rev. E. H. Buchheimer of Our Savior 
Church presented tokens to all mem- 
bers of the Detroit Tigers and special 
gifts, including leather-bound copies 
of the Bible, to the Lutheran players. 

Milwaukee, the first city in major 
league history to inaugurate a “Lu- 
theran Night,” will hold its fourth an- 
nual event August 21, when the local 
team will play the New York Giants. 


Dr. Alfred M. Rehwinkel, on a 
six-month sabbatical leave from Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, left by air 
July 7 for a’ trip around the world. 
At the theological seminary oi the 
Ev. Lutheran Church of Australia he 
represented the president of Con- 
cordia Seminary, St.Louis, in con- 
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ferring on Rev. Henry Hamann, Jr., 
the degree of Doctor of Theology, 
which he had earned at the St. Louis 
school. 

During August and September Dr. 
Rehwinkel will visit Synod’s mission 
stations in India and lecture at the 
Seminary there as well as at the in- 
stitute for Indian and American pas- 
tors. His sister, Miss Angela Reh- 
winkel, R. N., for more than 30 years 
has been a missionary nurse at the 
Lutheran Hospital in Ambur. 

In October he will fly to Baghdad 
and spend time in Iraq, Syria, Leb- 
anon, Jordan, Egypt, and Israel, and 
then continue his journey through 
Europe. 

On the trip he is accompanied by 
his brother R. J. Rehwinkel, and a 
niece, Miss Hilda Rehwinkel, R.N., 
both of Kendallville, Ind. 


City-school kindergartens appar- 
ently are a thing of the past, and 
churches will face mounting demands 
that they provide this service, said 
Rev. Ted Hightower, chairman of the 
committee on Christian education of 
the Louisville Area Council of 
Churches. His church, St. Paul’s 
Methodist, he said, expects to start a 
“church day school” for five-year- 
olds and possibly younger children 
this fall, the first Methodist kinder- 
garten in the city. 
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Because of the failure of voters 
to pass a proposed half of one per- 
cent school occupational tax, kinder- 
gartens and other services in Louis- 
ville may be dropped. ; 

“T have always felt that the church 
was missing a great opportunity in 
helping form the attitude of these 
children before we try to teach 
them,” he said in a Council of 
Churches bulletin. “The Sunday- 
school program is good as far as it 
goes, but terribly inadequate.” 


Sa! 


THE LUTHERAN BUILDING STAFF IN ST. LOUIS 
received an award for “‘outstanding support’ 
of the annual local United Fund charities cam- 
paign. Raymond C. Rauscher, left, Controller 
of Synod, accepted the citation for the em- 
ployees at Synod’s headquarters from William 
A. McDonald, chairman of the 1955 United 
Fund drive. Concordia Seminary and Lutheran 
Children’s Services in St. Louis also received 
similar awards, presented at the Chase Hotel, 
May 16. 


A report of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Union of the Wisconsin 
Synod (see page 11) at the biennial 
meeting of the Southeastern District 
recommended continuance of rela- 
tions with The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod, according to Religious 
News Service. Rev. Karl Krauss of 
Lansing, Mich., Second Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin Synod, and 
President Edwin Reim of the Lu- 
theran Theological Seminary, Thiens- 
ville, Wis., presented the report. 

The 78th convention of the Mich- 
igan District of the Wisconsin Synod 
has decided to urge continued rela- 
tions with the Missouri Synod and has 
asked the parent group not to sever 
relations with the Missouri group, 
although differences in doctrine exist, 
the Associated Press reported. 


a 


Fred W. Ruehs, 101 years old, 

charter member of Saint Paul’s 
hurch, Caledonia, Mich. (founded in 
69), died March 18 after an illness 
three months. For the 62 years he 
as recording secretary of the con- 
‘egation, he missed only three vot- 
's’ meetings. He was born Janu- 
‘y 30, 1855. 

Shortly after the Civil War, when 
> was 12, his parents came from 
ermany and settled in Michigan, 
2ar the farm where he lived during 
s adult life. His eight children live 
ithin a two-mile radius of the old 
ymestead. Mrs. Ruehs died in 1939. 

His pastor, Rev. A. P. Marutz, 
ho was also his son-in-law, writes: 
In Christmas morning Father Ruehs 
t in his accustomed seat in church 
r the last time. His loyalty to his 
cal congregation did not interfere 
ith the genuine interest he had in 
e world of the church at large.” 


IESE FIVE GRADUATES OF CONCORDIA COL- 
GE, MILWAUKEE, will enter the St. Louis 
minary this fall. The young men were grad- 
ted from Trinity Lutheran School, Freistadt, 
is. (Rev. H. H. Wiechmann, pastor), in 1950 
d were confirmed on Palm Sunday of that 
ar. A sixth member of the confirmation class 
12 is Ruth Schoessow, who will begin 
aching in a Lutheran school in September. 
e five seminarians are: front row, lI. to r.: 
Iph Wiechmann (son of the pastor), John 
elflow, and Dennis Hilgendorf. Back row: 
vin Boehlke (president of the student body 
Milwaukee) and Hilbert Riemer. 


“There is absolutely no basis for 
ar that Negroes are just waiting to 
ish into white churches. As long 
there are Negro preachers, there 
e going to be Negro congregations,” 
ated Bishop J. Claude Allen of 
ary, Ind., representing the Christian 
ethodist Church, a Negro body, at 
e denomination’s Southeastern 
irisdiction’s fifth quadrennial con- 
rence, Lake Junaluska, N. C., as he 
mmented on a proposed amendment 
1 integration to the Methodist con- 
itution. 


Gideons International has dis- 
ibuted 32,373,248 Bibles, Testaments, 
id Gospels since its founding 
/ years ago, President Raymond R. 
ndsey reported to the organiza- 
yn’s 57th annual convention in 
tlanta. Three fourths of the total 
ere distributed in the U.S. 


WGUST 14, 1956 
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Dr. Hans Meiser, 75, former 
bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Bavaria, died on June 8. 
He had been a leader in the work of 
the Lutheran World Federation, hold- 
ing key positions in its executive com- 
mittee and the chairmanship of Ger- 
many’s National Committee. During 
the National Socialist regime Bishop 
Meiser came into frequent conflict 
with the authorities, was put under 
house arrest in 1934, and cited before 
the Gestapo and the public prosecu- 
tor. For some time he was forbidden 
to preach or reside in certain areas. 


Laura Franke, 78, recently retired 
from her position at Concordia Pub- 
lishing House. She 
worked in the fold- 
ing department since 
she entered the em- 
ploy of CPH at the 
age of 14. Miss 
Franke’s principal 
task during her first 
50 years of service 
was to gather sec- 
tions of books for 
binding. According 
to the firm’s “Con- 
cordia Notes,” she was “extremely 
proficient” during her 64-year em- 
ployment. 


Dr. Josephine H. Staab of the 
University of Texas home economics 
faculty and a member of St. Paul Lu- 
theran Church (Rev. Albert F. Jesse, 
pastor), at Austin, will go to Bombay, 
India, upon the invitation of Shree- 
mati Nathibai Damodar Thackersey 
University to help establish a college 
curriculum in “home science,” the 
Indian equivalent of home economics 
in the U.S. 

“Home science in India _ has 
achieved recognition in higher educa- 
tion, because Indian educators and 
government officials are convinced 
that it can make an effective con- 
tribution to better living for the 
people,” Dr. Staab said. 


Laura Franke 


The use of vestments does not 
mark a trend toward Roman Cathol- 
icism, states Dr. Arthur C. Piepkorn, 
professor of systematic theology at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, in a 
treatise on “The Survival of the His- 
toric Vestments in the Lutheran 
Church after 1555.” Believed to be 
the first comprehensive inquiry into 
the subject of vestments, Dr. Piep- 
korn’s 120-page monograph, issued 
by the Seminary’s School for Grad- 
uate Studies, finds that the use of 
the surplice and the stole lacks his- 
torical justification in Lutheran tradi- 
tion. The author asserts, however, 
that the historic service vestments 
“numbered among their doughtiest 
defenders some of the most impec- 
cably orthodox doctors of the Church 
of the Augsburg Confession.” 
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DR. HERMAN A. MAYER, left, Secretary of Mis- 
sions, and Dr. Karl Kurth, Executive Secretary 
of the Missionary Board of the Synodical Con- 
ference, said good-by to each other at Synod, 
as each left to survey portions of the church’s 


work overseas. Dr. Mayer is participating in 
theological discussions between Missouri Synod 
theologians and European churchmen and will 
later visit Lutheran Free Churches in England, 
France, the Scandinavian countries, and Ger- 
many. Dr. Kurth, with Rev. Edwin L. Wilson of 
St. Louis, chairman of the Missionary Board, 
toured mission installations in Nigeria, Africa. 
Dr. Kurth, after completing the major part of 
his work, suffered a gall bladder attack and 
was flown back to St. Louis for surgery. 


An inaccuracy in press reports on 
the St. Paul Convention is pointed out 
in the July 18 issue of the Lutheran 
Companion by its editor, E. E. Ryden. 
According to the reports, convention 
delegates on June 24 joined Minnesota 
congregations in celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of “Lutheranism in their 
state.” To say “Missouri Lutheran- 
ism” would have been more accurate, 
editor Ryden suggests, because Au- 
gustana churches were founded in 
St. Paul, Center City, and Scandia, 
Minn., in 1854. “That was a rather 
healthy beginning for ‘Lutheranism’ 
in Minnesota,” he observes. 


The number of unchurched people 
in the U. S. is increasing every year 
despite “a strong resurgence of 
interest in religion,” said Dr. H. Con- 
rad Hoyer of New York, executive 
secretary of the National Lutheran 
Council’s division of American mis- 
sions, in an address to the 54th NLC 
Silver Bay (N. Y.) Conference on 
the Christian World Mission. The 
66,000,000 people who have no con- 
nection with any religious body, he 
pointed out, exceed the population of 
the U. S. at the turn of the century. 


Mrs. Pauline Schaller, 90, who re- 
cently died in Concord, Calif., was 
the youngest daughter of Rev. Fried- 
rich K. D. Wyneken, the second 
President of the Missouri Synod. He 
died in 1876 at the home of his son- 
in-law, Rev. J. M. Buehler, in San 
Francisco. Her husband Adalbert, 
a brother of the late Prof. William F. 
Schaller, was a former city editor of 
the Milwaukee Germania. 
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Death 


Martin R. Hesemann (April 13, 1892, 
Hoyleton, Ill., to June 16, 1956, Chicago 
Heights, Ill.), son of Frederick and 
Wilhelmine Maschhof Hesemann; grad- 
uated Addison Teachers Seminary, 1913; 
taught in the school of Zion Church, 
Summit, Ill, 1913—22; and St. Paul’s 
Church, Chicago Heights, 1922—52, when 
he retired because of failing health. 

His wife, the former Agnes Roeske, 
whom he married in 1915, died in 1955. 
He is survived by four sons: Paul and 
Richard, Chicago Heights; Arnold, Crete, 


Ill.; and Frederick, Matteson, Ill; and 
four daughters: Mrs. Louis Fischer, 
Yonkers, N.Y.; Mrs. (Rev.) Walter 


Fisher, Kirkwood, Mo.; 
Chicago Heights. 

The undersigned conducted the 
funeral service June 20 in St. Paul’s 
Church, Chicago Heights, and read the 
committal rites in St. Paul’s Cemetery. 


ARTHUR A. BRAUER 


Paul C. Barth (March 1, 1885, Reeds- 
burg, Wis., to June 20, 1956, St. Louis), 
son of Rev. G. A. and Margareta Kamm 
Barth; graduated Concordia Seminary, 
Springfield, Ill., 1909. 

He served congregations in Indiana: 
Dubois, 1909—14; Hamlet, Bass Lake, and 
Hanna, 1914—22; Elkhart, 1922—42; was 
director of public relations for Synod’s 
Radio Station KFUO, 1942—51; for the 
Family Worship Hour, 1952—54; pastor 
of Salem Church, Salem, Mo., 1954 until 
his death of a cerebral hemorrhage. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Johanna Heinicke, whom he mar- 
ried in 1910; a son, Rev. Paul G., Buffalo, 
N.Y.; and a daughter, Ruth Kennedy, 
Richmond Heights, Mo. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
neral service June 23 in Holy Cross 
Church, St. Louis, and read the committal 
rites in Our Redeemer Cemetery. 


JoHN W. OTT 


Ruth and Elsie, 


Pmouncemenis 


Ordinations and Installations 


Ordained: CANDIDATES 

Juengel, Ralph F., Zion, Akron, Ohio, by Pres. 
Ottomar Krueger, July 1. 

Tiemann, Delbert C., St. Paul, Chapin, IL, 
by Marvin Matzke, July 8. 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Geitz, Darrel W., St. Paul, Latimer, Towa, as 
missionary at large for the Atlantic Dis- 
trict serving Cheshire, Conn., hy E. HL 
Grummer, July 15. 

Ordained and Installed: 

Ames, Richard, St. Paul, Stanley, N. Dak., by 
Robert F. Kamrath, July 1 

Brusco, Stephen R., ord. St. John, Westfield, 
Mass., by Casimir S. David, July i: imst. 
Mount Olive, Beayv:* Falls, Pa., i erbert 
Poellot, July’8. 

Boerger, John A., St. John, Aliceville; Trinity, 
Burlington, Kans., by W. EE. t.aetsch, 
July 15. 

Constien, Roland H., Bethany, Connersville, 
Ind., by Albert H. Constien, July 8. 

Croll, Gilbert, Church of the Resurrection, 
Baltimore, li" car Milke, July 8. 
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Graupner, Herbert, Flushing Mission, Flush- 
ing, Mich., by O. R. Graupner, July 8. 

Gruetzner, James, Immanuel, Ely, Nev., by 
George C. Schroeder, July 8. 

Hauser, J. George, St. John, Mattoon, Wis., by 
Martin G. Hauser, July 8. 

Hawley, James F., Emmaus, Tripp, S. Dak., by 
Andrew Szegedin, July 8. 


Hoyer, Horst, assistant a pe oe 
Pee Ohio (Zone 13), . W. Hinz, 
u 


Jones, Edward C., St. John, Norris 6 SE, S. 
Dak., Dy Rime: Staudacher, July 15. 

Krenning, William, inst. in Zion, Pasadena, as 
pastor for the new mission in Pasadena, 
Tex., by G. W. Obenhaus, July 8. 

Lange, Harvey D., Faith, Mount Vernon, IIl., 
by Marvin L. Albers, July 8. 

Letzring, Theodore A., Trinity, Anthon, Iowa, 
by E. F. Rehwaldt, July 1. 

Luecke, David, Augustana, Hickory; Re- 
deemer, Catawba, N.C., by R. P. Sieving, 
June 24. 

Lutz, Paul H., St. John, Lane, by Pres. Philip 
Mueller; Zion, Wessington Springs, S. Dak., 
by Paul G. Wendling, July 8 


Melchert, Arnim W., Mount ‘Olive, Malta; 
Aone Chinook, Mont., by E. T. Leckband, 
uly 1 


Misner, Larry G., Trinity, Ogema, by E. W. 
Steinhorst; Immanuel, Callaway, Minn., by 
E. T. Meichsner, July 8. 

Noske, Ferdinand H., Resurrection, Warwick, 
Va., by Lorenz W. Blankenbuehler, July 8. 

Pullmann, Carl, Grace, Neligh; Trinity, Elgin, 
Nebr., by E. H. Martens, July 8. 

Rath, John H., Immanuel, Spencer; Christ, 
Lynch, Nebr., by F. J. Rath, July 15. 

Reinemann, Lewis R., First, Missouri Valley, 
Iowa, by O. H. Praeuner, July 8. 

Senter, John D., First Lutheran, Fort Benton; 
Trinity, Geraldine, Mont., by E. T. Leck- 
band, July 8. 

Wedergren, Robert, Redeemer, Youngstown, 
Ohio, by Dr. W. C. Birkner, July 15 

Werling, Dale, First English, Ponoka, by W. F. 
Schoepp and A. J. Mueller, June 24; Zion, 
Rimbey, and Trinity, Bismark, July 1; Zion, 
Ferintosh, Alta., Can., by John Ohlinger, 
July 8. 

Woidke, Paul E., Trinity, Wolf Point, Mont., 
by H. E. Meyer, July 15. 


PASTORS 
Commissioned: 
Hafner, Victor, Immanuel, Butler (Milwau- 
kee), Wis., as missionary in Taiwan by 


Dr. O. H. Schmidt, July 8. 

Woldt, William, as missionary in the Arrow- 
head-Crestline area, Calif., by R. F. Knaus, 
July 15. 


Installed: 


Baldes, Richard, St.John, Lily, 
Mueller; St. Matthew, White Lake, Wis., 
by Harold Krenz, June 24. 

Bickel, Adolf, St.John, Kilmanagh (Sebe- 
waing), Mich., by Walter A. Pieper, July 8. 

Buelow, Donald W., assistant pastor, Peace, 
Hutchinson, Minn., by Martin G. Kirsch, 
July 8. 

Claycombe, Howard E., Cedar Crest, Pontiac, 
Mich., by E. L. Woldt, July 15. 

Daniel, Robert J., St. John, Hooker, Okla., by 
Martin A. Baumann, July 15. 

Drevlow, F. A., Peace, Deshler, Ohio, by A. C. 
Hahn, July 1. 

Droege, Thomas A., Redeemer, Oneida, N. Y., 
by Paul A. Boriack, July 8. 

Goerss, William E., Concordia, Maplewood, 
Mo., by Prof. Holland H. Jones, July 8. 

Haas, Harold I., as missionary at large of the 
Eastern District, Penfield, N. Y., by Her- 
man R. Frincke, July 8. 

Harman, Carl H., Faith, Tucson, Ariz., by H. 
H. Engelbrecht, July 8. 
Hoemann, Harry W., Trinity (Deaf), Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., by C. Roland Gerhold, July 15. 
Johnson, Bernard W., Zion, Fort Wayne, Ind., 

by Paul L. Dannenfeldt, June 15. 

Krueger, Arlo, Immanuel, Lindenwood, II1., 
by W. C. Schaefer, June 24. 

Lillie, Reynold J., Ashburn, Chicago, Ill., by 
Roger L. Sommer, July 8. 

Luecke, George, St.Paul, Taylorsville; and 
Salem, Taylorsville 5 N, N. C., by R. P. 
Sieving, July 15. 

Martens, E. H., Bethlehem, Frazee; Immanuel, 
aK. 6 SE, Minn., by E. W. Steinhorst, 
uly 

Messerschmidt, Eldore F., St.John, Lady- 
smith, Wis., by Melvin R. Geffert, July 8. 

Meyer, ‘Louis C., Calvary, Verona, N. J., by 
Pres. H. J. Ripge: July 1. 

Moore, Gilbert C.,,Lutheran Church of the 
preheat set pera: Wash., by Edwin H 
Wiebel, teks 

Pera, Richard, St. John, eay pune, Nee WpeuDy. 
Arlo M. Mueller, July 1b: 


by Paul G. 
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Preuss, Walter F., St. John, Rapidan, Minn., 
by W. E. Heidorn, July 8. 

Rosin, Walter L., St. pond Ellisville, Mo., by 
Paul Boecler, July 8. 

Schmalz, Alfred C., ‘st. John, Luverne, Minn., 
by“G.ro.. Gs Gerike, July 8. 

Scholz, Harry, Bethlehem, William Penn, Tex., 
by G. W. Obenhaus, July 15. 

Steiner, Luther P. J., Trinity, Whittier, Calif., 
by Reno H. Jeske, July 1. 

Stephan, Paul G., Trinity, Des Moines, Iowa, 
by H. M. Zagel, July 1. 

Thies, Delbert I., Christ, Jacksonville, Ill., by 
Howard W. Tepker, July 15. 

Weber, Raymond, Zion, Nipawin, Sask., Can., 
by Stanley Rosenau, July 15. 

Wehmeier, Walter J., Redeemer, Newark, N. 


Y.; St. Paul,. Clyde, N. Y.,; by Pres: H. Ga 
Kleiner, July 1. 
Wilkens, Walter, Faith, Hastings, Nebr., by 


Martin F. Hofman, July 1. 

Winterstein, George, St. Peter, Arlington, Wis., 
by A. F. Ziehlsdorff, July 1. 

Wolfram, James T., Trinity, Mallard, Iowa, by 
E. E. Greene, July 1. 

Yonker, Melford, Mount Calvary, Eagle Grove, 
Iowa, by Elmer M. Strelow, July 8 


Installed: TES CHESS 


Carstens, Carl, St. Peter, Prairietown 
sey), , by O. K. Horstman, July 15. 

Dittmar, Lawrence A., Trinity, Altenburg, 
Mo., by A. O. Kaltwasser, July 15. 

Gelhausen, Cand. Albert, Trinity, Manistee, 
Mich., by E. A. Hessler, July 8. 

Green, Donald, St. Matthew, Pawtucket, R. L, 
by A. H. Hawlicheck, June 10. 

Heimsoth, Elroy, St.John, Onarga, Ill, by 
William Schilling, July 8. 

Kruse, Eugene, St. Paul, Omaha, Nebr., by 
E. M. Kirschenmann, July 1. 

Lochmoeller, Edward J., Zion, Chicago, IIl., 
by Carl L. Abel, July 15. 

Messerli, Victor H., Trinity, Billings, Mont., 
by Pres. Paul M. Freiburger, July 8. 

Nitschke, Frederic, as Director of Education 
and Music, Trinity, Veit Bend, Kans., by 
Arlen J. Bruns, July 1 

Storm, Cand. Harvey, St. Paul, Ellsworth, 
Kans., by Louis O. Hemmann, July By 

Wendling, Gordon D., Our Savior, Houston, 
Tex., by Elmo E. Miertschin, July 8. 


(Dor- 


Election Results 


The Electoral Board of Concordia Senior 
College, Fort Wayne, Ind., on July 25, 1956, 
called: 


Rev. Richard A. Jesse, Milwaukee, Wis., 
chair of Religion, with appointment as Dean 
of Students. 

Dr. Walter H. Wente, Winfield, Kans., 
chair of Humanities, with appointment as 
Academic Dean. 

Dr. Erhardt H. Essig, Valparaiso, Ind., 
chair of English. — ALLEN H. Fepper, Secretary. 


The Electoral Board of Concordia College, 
Milwaukee, Wis., on July 12, 1956, called: 

Dr. Walter Herrling, Fort Wayne, Ind., as 
associate professor in Social Studies. 

Dr. Walter Jennrich, Milwaukee, as associ- 
ate professor in Greek and Latin. — FeLrx 
KRETZSCHMAR, Secretary. 


Call for Additional Senior College 
Nominations 


Pursuant to the authorization of the Board 
for Higher Education, the Board of Control of 
Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
hereby invites the congregations of Synod to 
propose additional candidates for the staffing 
of the following departments of instruction in 
the Senior College: Religion, English, German, 
classical languages, social sciences, natural 
sciences, speech, philosophy, health and 
physical education. 

This call for additional nominees is in 
accord with the provisions of the original re- 
quest for nominations which appeared in the 
LuTHERAN WitNEss of October 22, 1955. All 
nominations made in response to that request 
remain in force and need not be repeated. 
Particular attention is called to the desira- 
bility of nominations in the three new areas 
of instruction which were not included in 
the original request: Speech — Philosophy — 
Health and Physical Education. 


ii 


Candidates proposed for election sho 
he or shoul a position to acquire 
aduate academic degree in their too 
field and their experience must ela 
the “provisions of Handbook, Section 6.111. 


. 
} 


In addition to these professional qualifica- 
ons of training and experience, candidates 
iould have a specific interest in the work of 
veloping young men for Christian leader- 
lip, since faculty duties at the college will 
clude, in addition to subject matter, com- 
tence and classroom teaching, an active 
iaring of responsibility for the entire pro- 
‘am of ministerial training. 


II 


From the list of nominations received, the 
oard plans to call some men to each de- 
artment, but to defer the calling of others 
om this same list until the ultimate needs of 
ich ag Ge ia can be more accurately de- 
rmined. Accordingly, the complete list of 
»minations will be retained for the future 
se of the electors. The Board reserves the 
rerogative of calling nominees to depart- 
ents or positions other than those to which 
ley are nominated if the training or experi- 
ice of nominees qualifies them for such 
sitions. 4 

II 


All nominations, together with relevant 
arsonal and academic data, must be mailed 
xt later than October 16, 1956, to Rev. C. E. 
uLIcK, Secretary, The Board of Control, 
125 Crescent Ave., Fort Wayne 3, Ind. 


Call for Nominations 
St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo. 


The Board of Control of St. Paul’s College, 
ith the approval of Synod’s Board for Higher 
ducation, herewith issues a call to the con- 
‘egations of Synod to nominate candidates 
rr a vacant associate professorship in English 
_ St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo. 

The candidates should possess a Master’s 
egree in the field of English, or be able to 
umn it in a short time. In selecting candi- 
ates the nominating congregations are urged 
» choose men of high Christian ideals who 
ossess the specific aptitude “‘to teach” (1 Tim. 
2) the English courses prescribed for Syn- 
1’s schools. 

Send all nominations and pertinent infor- 
ation regarding candidates by October 1, 
56, to Rev. O. G. Tiemann, Secretary, Board 
- Control, St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo. 


Official Notices 


Elbert B. Jordan, Bellaire, Tex., and Arthur 

Jansen, Austin, Tex., have applied for 
colloquy for the purpose of entering the 
aching profession in The Lutheran Church 
- Missouri Synod. —- WIEDERAENDERS, 
resident, Texas District. 


Roland A. Kelling, at present teaching in 
ie Lutheran High School, Milwaukee, Wis., 
quests a colloquy for the purpose of enter- 
ig the teaching profession in The Lutheran 
hurch — Missouri Synod. —H. W. Baxmann, 
resident, South Wisconsin District. 


Educational Institutions 


The 1956—57 school year of Concordia Col- 
giate Institute, Bronxville, N. Y., will open 
scording to the following schedule: 


1. The Preparatory School (high school) — 
Registration on September 10. 

2. The Junior College — Registration on 
September 11. 


Concordia offers programs preparing for the 
linistry, for parish teaching, and a variety 
f liberal arts and vocational programs for 
eneral students on the high school and junior 
sllege level. 

For further information write Atsert E, 
feYER, President. Concordia Collegiate Insii- 
ite, Bronxville 8, N. Y. 


St. John’s College, Winfield, Kans., will be- 
in its 64th school year on Tuesday, Septem- 
er 4, 1956, at 10:30 A.M. Registration will 
ike place on the previous Monday. 

St. John’s is particularly interested in pre- 
aring young men for the study of theology, 
oung women to teach in the parochial schools 
f the church and to serve as parish secre- 
ries. Modern dormitory facilities are avail- 
ble for men and women. 

For information and catalog write the /.D- 
Isstons CounseLor or the Presipent, Carl S 
lundinger, St. John’s College, Winfield, Kens. 


re: Wanted 


Used furnishings for a new mission con- 
tion. — Str. JoHn’s LuTHERAN CHURCH, 
Prokash, Pulaski, Wis. 


GUST 14, 1956 


Lor the purposes of a research, the under- 

signed wishes to communicate with persons 
who are interested in selling or lending Lu- 
theran catechisms in any language printed in 
North America. Please state title and date 
of the catechism. — ArtHur C. Repp, Professor 
of Religious Education, Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 


The Augsburg Home of Baltimore, Md., a 
completely modern institution providing care 
for both children and aged folk, is looking 
for a man to serve as assistant superintendent. 
— Rev. E. A. Cassens, 1300 Ramblewood Rd., 
Baltimore 12, Md. 


Medium-sized bell, secondhand very ac- 
ceptable, for village church. — Mrs. LEnora 
ScHmipt, Secretary, Ladies’ Aid Society, 
Spring Valley, Sask., Canada. 


Mother, high school graduate, to work in 
Children’s Home and share in care of 11 chil- 
dren, ages 9—12. On duty 8 hours. Live off 
grounds. $225 a month. Write: Director, Lu- 
theran Children’s Home, Fremont, Nebr. 


Women, ages 30 to 50, experienced with 
children, to work as ward mother, caring for 
mentally retarded’ children. Comfortable 
quarters, hospital insurance, paid vacations, 
sick leave, pleasant surroundings. — BETHESDA 
LuTHERAN Home, Box 296, Watertown, Wis. 


A housemother and a typist for the Lu- 
theran Institute for the Deaf, 6861 Nevada, 
Detroit 34, Mich.—J. A. Kure, Executive 
Director. 


Lutheran qualified to teach General Busi- 
ness and typing at the secondary level. Grad- 
uation from an accredited college required. 
Write Paut W. Lancs, Principal, Lutheran 
High School, 455 Lake Ave., St. Louis 8, Mo. 


10 copies of Anthem Gems, a collection 
of 60 festival anthems for mixed voices com- 
posed and arranged by George Kessel. Write 
one WricuHT, 1 Harvey St., East Norwalk, 

onn. 


20 used pews, straight, 10 feet long. — 
Piterim LuTHERAN CHuRCH, John E. Pierce, 
Kilgore, Tex. 


Church bell. Our Savior LUTHERAN 
CuurcH, G. Hubert, Stevensville, Mont. 


Cross and candlesticks for altar. Will pay 
transportation costs. IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CuHurcH, Geo. L. Egbert, Box 815, Ely, Nev. 


Available 


Pulpit and altar, free except for transpor- 
tation charges. — Ev. LUTHERAN CHURCH OF 
THE ATONEMENT, 6961 Mead, Dearborn, Mich. 


To any mission for postage: complete set 
of silver Communion ware with three trays 
of individual glasses. — Rev. HENRY KRINGEL, 
El Sereno Lutheran Church, 3304 N. Eastern 
Ave., Los Angeles 32, Calif. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Ames, Richard, Stanley, N. Dak. 
Appelt, Prof. Theodore C., 115 Gale Ave., 
River Forest, Ill. 
Bartels, Herman W., LL. D., em., 2182 Mid- 
dlefield Rd., Cleveland Heights 6, Ohio 
Beins, Ray H., 2048 S. Winona Ct., Den- 
ver 19, Colo. 

Bickel, Arthur O., 811 College Ave., Silver 
City, N. Mex. 

Buelow, Donald W., 41 Fourth Ave., S. W., 
Hutchinson, Minn. 

Clausen, Walter P., 5228 Alps Drive, El 
Paso, Tex. 

Cordes, Robert F., 204 N. Chicago Ave., 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak. 

Eichenlaub, Valentine, 657 Shepherd Ave., 
Nanaimo, B. C., Can. 

Einspahr, Reinhard, Cul>ertson, Nebr. 

Eissfeldt, Arthur, 1064 Queens Blvd., Kitch- 
ener, Ont., Can. 

Felten, Edward H., em., 901 McLaughlin 
Circle, Bellevue, Nebr. 

Seu eners Herbert, 204 Maple St., Flushing, 

ich. 

Hahn, Paul W., em., 2502 N.. 65th St., Wau- 
watosa 10, Wis. 

Hanebutt, Robert L., 524 W. College, Broken 


Arrow, Okla. 
OT a L., 134 South F St., Lompoc, 
‘alif. 
Hoemann, Harry W., 1418 La Clair St., Pitts- 
burgh 18, Pa. 


Hoemann, Otto H. A., em., 3310 S. 48th 
Ave., Omaha 6, Nebr. 
Honig, Walter A., R. 2, Lincoln, Kans. 
4 ae William A., 1631 N. Nix, Amarillo, 
‘ex. 
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Kalin, Everett, 40 W. Nicholai St., Hicks- 
Wilke ian 1.5 Na ws 

Kasper, Chaplain Raymond L., Hq. & Hq. 
Co., CC B, 3d Armored Division, APO 39, 
New York, N. Y. 

Koller, Walter E., Maryland State Reforma- 
tory for Males, R. 3, Hagerstown, Md. 

Krueger, Arlo, Lindenwood, III. 

Kuecker, Arthur G., Powhattan, Kans. 

Lieske, Henry L., 14723 S. E. Bush St., Port- 
land 66, Oreg. 

List, Walter, em., 110 E. Franklin St., Ap- 
pleton, Wis. 

Lohmann, Arthur M., em., 134 S. Spring 
St., Perryville, Mo. 

Martens, Elden H., Frazee, Minn. 

Melchert, Arnim W., Box 1094, Malta, Mont. 

Messerschmidt, Eldore F., 514 E. Worden, 
Ladysmith, Wis. 

Mueller, Ernst G., Box 33, Sawyer, Mich. 

Noe Ferdinand H., 909 74th St., Warwick, 

a 


Otten, Henry J., Frankfort, Ohio 

Otto, Lando C., 210 Center Drive, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

Pees G., 35 W. 26th St., Bayonne, 


Plagens, Robert, 320 20th St., N. W., Minot, 
N. Dak. 

Pralle, Frederick H., 439 N. Taylor, Oak 
Park, Ill. 

Reinemann, Lewis R., 306 W. Erie, Missouri 
Valley, Iowa 

Reinhardt, William B., 734 E. 50th St., Sa- 
vannah, Ga. 

Richert, John V., c. 7. m., 1116 N. Third St., 
Burbank, Calif. 

Rittmann, George A. G., 40 E. Burke Ave., 
Towson 4, Md. 

Schmidt, Gerhard, 423 W.. Laurel, Fergus 
Falls, Minn. 

Steinmeyer, J. G., c.r.m., Watertown, S. 
Dak. 

Thober, Arthur C., em., 2711 Powhatten Dr., 
Toledo 6, Ohio 

Voges, Adelbert W., 1512 Tenth St., Bay 
City, Mich. 

Walle, Prof. Oscar T., 4028 Greendale Dr., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Wambsganss, Fred, em., 143 Terrace Forrest 
Dr., New Orleans, La. 

Weissbach, Max C., 2500 Lindsay Crescent, 
Niagara Falls, Ont., Can. 

Werning, Waldo J., 3141 Prairie Rd., Lin- 
coln 6, Nebr. 


Teachers: 


Bray, Merlin, 108 Roselle Rd., Roselle, Ill. 

Delventhal, Wayne, 3015 Simms Rd., Colo- 
rado Springs, Colo. 

Eberhard, F. W., em., 3635 Franklin Ave., 
New Orleans, La. 

Endorf, John E., 650 N.E. 135th, North 
Miami, Fla. 

Endorf, Weldon W., 84 Raymond St., Hicks- 
ville, L.I., N.Y. 

Hoyer, Theodore W., 420 S. Seminary, Col- 
linsville, Ill. 

Leimer, Henry E., 
Wayne, Ind. 

Melcher, Orville C., 13125 Thraves Ave., 
Garfield Heights 25, Ohio 

Ru John J., 2145 E. John, St. Louis 


652 High St., Fort 


, Mo. 
ue Harold, 4302 Wayne, Kansas City 10, 


oO. 

Scheimann, Robert, 1227 Scott Ave., Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

Steinberg, Walter F., 3124 W. 101st St., 
Evergreen Park 42, Ill. 

Temme, Edwin G., 7911 N. Port Washing- 
ton Rd., Milwaukee 17, Wis. 

Teuscher, H. Walter F., 7514 S. Blackstone 
Ave., Chicago 19, Ill. 

Utech, Norman C., 9646 Winston, Chicago 


3, Ill. 
Wendling, Gordon D., 738 W. 42d, Houston 
18, Tex. 


Notice 


church news, announce- 


Articles, 


ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LuTHEeRAN Witness, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 


fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, M 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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The Quest 
by Ludwig Bauer 


What happened to the shepherds who came to the 
manger on the first Christmas? This historical novel 
shows the tyrannical crush of Roman power over Judea 
in the days of King Herod. In a period of jealous 
hatred for the One born of the Jews, the shepherds 
meet torture, privation, and death in their defense 
of the Messiah. 


Order No. 42W1004. 240 pages. Cloth. $2.50 


I, Paul 


by Lester Wolf 


An imaginative yet factual autobiographical account 
of the Apostle Paul’s remarkable life, his unconquerable 
faith, great zeal, and devotion to duty. An inspiration 
for daring greater deeds in the service of the Savior. 


_ Order No. 42W1002. 308 pages. Cloth. $2.95, net 
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by Shannon Garst 
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A lot can happen in three months, as Bob Benton discovered 
during the summer on a Wyoming cattle ranch. He finds a 
newborn foal and captures a palomino stallion. He is kid- 
napped by rustlers and forced on a wild horse roundup. He 
helps the cowhands train horses and round up calves, and 
learns that work on the Circle K ranch is a man-sized job. 
But before it’s over, 13-year-old Bob wins the hard-earned 
prize of a top hand—his silver spurs! 


Order No. 40W5862. 140 pages. Cloth. $2.00, net 
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Please send me: 


_ No.40W1209, SADDLEBAG SUM WER, @ $2.75 
, No.40W5862, SILVER SPURS, ¢ 00, net 

, No. 42W1004, THE QUEST, @ $2.50 

, No. 42W1001, CHALLENGE, @ ,.50, net 

, No. 42W1003, MY VINEYARD 51.75, net 

, No. 42W1002, I, PAUL, @ $2.95, net 
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My Vineyard 
by Dorothy Scharlemann 


The struggle of the peace-loving widow Rachel to 
retain her home vineyard, and the tender romance of 
her beautiful daughter Miriam. Through the story you 
come in intimate contact with Jesus and see His trans- 
forming influence exert itself on Rachel’s family in 
particular and also on the impetuous Simon Peter. 


Order No, 42W1003. 218 pages. Cloth. $1.75, net 
Challenge 


by Olga Overn 


This gripping historical novel of early pioneers in the 
Badlands of Dakota depicts the long, rugged struggle 
of honest Scandinavian settlers against the self-interest 
of political boss rule. Fast-moving, reminiscent of the 
demagogs in a more recent chapter of American political 
history. 

Order No. 42W1001. 312 pages. Cloth. $2.50, net 
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sagebrush. 

When Joan and Bruce Browning arrived at their uncle’s 
ranch in the Rockies, their first job was to overcome the 
humiliating title ‘““Tenderfoot.”’ Learning to mount a horse 
and ride around the range. discovering the mystery behind 
the disappearance of Star iSar’s great stallion, and seeing a 
genuine roundup at branding time made them love life in 
the mountains. Though summer had to end, they knew that 
the friendships which grew there would last a long, long, time. 


Order No. 40W1209. 238 pages. Cloth. $2.75 
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